
James 1: 2-3---My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it 

nothing but joy, because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance; 

let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in 

nothing. 

I had a friend once who would quote this scripture whenever he talked about the hard 

times of his life. Every trial, he said was pure joy! I often looked at him with confusion as I 

admit I don’t consider my trials as joy. And yet, James does talk about how we are to 

consider our trials pure joy because we will find endurance and endurance will bring a full 

effect which is maturity.  

Friends, it looks like our endurance is slipping a little as we see impatience and anger in 

our streets and a push to “get back to normal.” It’s true. Normal looks so tempting. 

Walking into a hair salon and getting a trim will never again be taken for granted. A 

simple hug is a gift we never thought about. We are tired of this trial and want to get on 

with it. What are we to do?  

Well, the history of the Israeli people teaches us. When the Israelites were conquered by 

the Babylonians and exiled into a foreign land, they sat and wept at the river mourning all 

that had taken place. After mourning for a time, God told them, you are to plant gardens, 

eat the produce, marry, have babies, and keep going even when you are in exile. Then 

when it’s time, the Lord says, “I will fulfill my promise to you; this promise that 

remembers the plans I have for you, plans for your welfare and not for harm, plans to 

give you a future with hope.” I will bring you back.  

This is what I want you to remember when you are confused and tired and sad about all 

that is happening. God has given us promise after promise when God sent us Jesus. 

Promises that tell us Jesus is with us until the end of the age. Promises that give us God’s 

peace. Promises that reinforce our value to God.  

So yes, we can stay home until it’s safe. Yes, we can laugh and sing and see the good of 

this world and country. Yes, we can find a new normal and learn endurance because no 

matter what our age, we are always learning what God is doing in this big beautiful 

heartbreaking world that God refuses to let us destroy.  

Thanks be to God that we have these promises and God’s presence to stand upon and 

build upon. Friends, maturity rests in God until God says to move. Consider this time as a 

time to learn pure joy!  

See you on the other side!  

Jodi  


