
Romans 8:31—32; 37 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? Her 

who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 

also give us everything else? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through Him who loved us!! 

As Holy Week has progressed, I’ve been thinking about God’s gift of Jesus to us and what 

that means in the times in which we live. What are we to say about the times in which we 

live? I think we have been living in tumultuous times since the year 2000 as we have seen 

terrorists strike at our core institutions; as we watch our youth engage in active shooter 

drills in our schools; as we look for answers in our opioid epidemic; and now as we fight a 

novel virus threatening our way of life. And maybe that’s where we start. We start by 

examining our way of life and seeing where changes can be made and how we can come 

out of this time better, kinder, more faithful, conquerors of the division and ideology that 

has stricken our country and world.  

When Paul wrote his letter to the Romans, Nero was emperor of Rome. There was 

infighting between Jews and Christians and between Christians and Christians. It was not 

a time of peace. Yet, in Paul’s writing in this letter, Paul is writing that all things work 

together for good for those who love God and are called according to God’s purpose. Paul 

is saying that if God is for us, who can be against us? God who did not spare his Son and 

gave us new life because of the resurrection! This is always what Paul had in mind as he 

lived in his times. Paul lived as a conqueror because Paul lived in the love of God in Christ 

Jesus! Paul knew that nothing could separate him from that Love.  

Friends, we will spend Easter not in a church building but worshipping in our homes! I will 

miss the bright smiles, the new outfits, the Easter Lilies adorning the pulpit, the talk of 

going to Grandmas for ham! But there is no missing the hope of the day! Jesus Christ is 

Risen and because of that we are more than conquerors! We conquer despair with hope, 

doubt with faith and hate with love! Let your voices be raised in praise to God! Let your 

hearts be light! The tomb is empty just as he said!   

Thanks be to God!  

Jodi    


