
“…Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your 

God is with you wherever you go”-Joshua 1:9 

 

Hello Church Family of Rennerdale,  

 I came across something that I wanted to share with you all in the midst of this 

pandemic we are currently facing. The word we keep hearing over and over again on the 

news, radio, and even in the paper is the term Covid-19 (or Coronavirus). Yes, this virus is very 

scary for all of us, but surprisingly in this virus, lies an encouraging message, (C)hrist (O)ver 

(V)iruses and (I)nfectious (D)iseases (C.O.V.I.D-19).  

 Some of you might be asking yourselves or even have friends or family asking “where 

is God?” during this hard time. As we go to the stores and see hardly any food on the shelves, 

no bread on the shelves, no canned vegetables, and even no toilet paper, we may become 

frightened and wonder what we are going to do if these vital supplies run out? I know I have 

had these thoughts. We may even be living in fear of catching this unknown strand of this 

virus, but friends remember the words from the book of Joshua, “Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be frightened and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 

you go”.   

 I find comfort in these words from the book of Joshua in not just this troubling time in 

our world, but find these words comforting in my everyday life...especially in times of 

uncertainty. In this verse from the book of Joshua, it follows the death of Moses. God is 

directly telling Joshua about the death of Moses, and encourages Joshua that he now will lead 

the Israelites into the Promised Land. This scripture in particular reminds each and every one 

of us that God is with us. God is with us in everything we do, everywhere we go, and even in 

everything we face…like this virus for instance. We do not need to be afraid in this time of 

not knowing, but instead we can hold on to these words in remembering and believing that 

God is with us. Friends, in this time of uncertainty I encourage you to remember these words 

and do not be frightened, God is with you during this time and for the rest of your days.  

I will truly miss not seeing each and every one of you on Sunday (and in the Sundays to 

come), but I ask that you all not only stay safe and wash your hands, but also reach out to one 

another via phone calls during these next coming weeks of being apart. This time of isolation 

can be a lonely time, so please keep in contact with each other as brothers and sisters in 

Christ.   

Your Sister in Christ,  

Cassie  


