
Romans 12:1---I appeal to you brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. 

Friends, we are entering into the Memorial Day Weekend and this year we find 

ourselves in a different way. My cousin posted on FB that this is the first year that they 

were going to be home and not running to baseball, soccer, and whatever other sport 

that her three kids are in. We don’t have all the places to go this year. I think it’s a good 

thing.  

Maybe this year, we could spend some time reflecting on why we actually celebrate 

Memorial Day. Maybe as a nation, we could explore the word sacrifice and what that 

means in our current situation. Maybe, we could take some time and see what God 

means in the word sacrifice. To sacrifice is to give up something and willingly make 

yourself at a disadvantage for the sake of the other. Soldiers sacrifice for their country 

and for their platoon, as they run into battle regardless of danger. Soldiers give up 

their youth in many instances as they were drafted during war times. Soldiers sacrifice 

their peace and mental health because of what they have seen on the battlefield.  

So this Memorial Day, let’s remember and honor the sacrifice of those who have 

served our country. Let us take the time to perhaps tell a story of a friend and relative 

who served. Let us take the time to visit an honor roll of veterans and read the names 

and silently thank them for their service. Let us take the time to teach our children 

what sacrifice really means as we use examples of heroes and heroines from the 

pandemic who in their way are sacrificing for others. People like nurses, grocery store 

workers, meat packing workers, police, EMT, doctors, garbage collectors, firemen, 

nursing aids, health care professionals everywhere and so many other essential 

workers. Let’s talk about becoming living sacrifices like Paul talked about because of 

the great grace we have been given in having Jesus as our Lord.  

Friends, the entire Christian walk is about sacrifice because that is what Jesus did for 

us. Don’t waste the weekend thinking about the things you are missing, about the 

inconveniences of staying home or wearing a mask. Commemorate the weekend 

because of the sacrifice of others and then you go out and be a living sacrifice! You be 

a link in a long chain of those who answered the call!  

See you on the other side!  

Jodi  


