
Romans 14:7-8---We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we 

live, we live to the Lord and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or 

we die, we are the Lords. 

Friends, we are in the middle of a long dark tunnel and are straining to see the light at 

the end of it. Our hearts want to go back to our lives prior to CoVid. We want family 

dinners and church in person and trips to the store without face masks and gloves. We 

want to look at strangers and smile instead of looking at them like they will infect us. 

The tunnel is long and we don’t have any idea where we are in it and it’s hard. I know I 

am feeling the effects of the uncertainty and isolation of our sheltering in place. 

What do we do? Well, we glean our hope from scripture because scripture is God’s 

Word to us and God’s message to the world. Is there anything more dark than death? 

The lost loved ones we miss, the scenes of nurses and doctors sobbing for all the death 

that they have witnessed in this pandemic, the feeling of helplessness as we 

acknowledge no matter how hard we try, how many prayers we pray, we can’t reverse 

the enormity of death. Yet, scripture tells us that the sting of death has been reversed 

because of Jesus’ resurrection. Scripture tells us that death has been defeated.  

Easter was one week ago and it seems so long ago because life is pretty much the same 

this week as last. We find our place in our houses to get some work done. We make sure 

our kids are doing their school work. We touch base with friends through Zoom and 

phone calls and we wait for good news. We devour the news hoping to see the cases of 

Co-vid flattening out so we can be normal again. The hard thing is that we may not see 

that good news for awhile.  

My message in the scripture from Romans says stay focused on the task at hand which is 

staying safe and keeping your family safe. We do not live just to ourselves. We live as 

neighbors and fellow travelers on this earth. We live reaching out to others and we 

reach out to others by doing the right things. Paul wanted to make sure that everyone 

knew that as followers of Jesus, our lives are not our own; that our lives belong to God 

and whether we live or we die, we belong to God. Friends, my prayer is that you know 

this, understand this, and live this in these hard days. We have the triune God of grace 

that has created us, redeemed us and sustains us in the longest of tunnels.  

Thanks be to God.  

See you on the other side!  

Jodi      


