
Colossians 4:2: Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with 

thanksgiving. At the same times, pray that God will open a door for the Word, 

that we may declare the mystery of Christ. 

Friends, I’ve been thinking about my favorite hymn writer, Fannie Crosby this past 

week. Fannie was born in 1820 and at six weeks developed an eye infection that 

cost Fannie her eyesight. For the rest of her life, Fannie was blind. Fannie, 

however, did not let that tragic loss define her life. Fannie, at a young age began 

writing poetry. Her poetry was read to presidents, published, and taught. Fannie 

went to the New York Institute for the Blind and became a teacher there. All 

through her life, Fannie held onto her faith, a faith that was taught to her at a 

young age. When her father died when Fannie was six months old, when Fannie 

became blind, when the Civil War was raging, when her only daughter died with 

typhoid, when a cholera epidemic hit New York city, Fannie held onto her Rock of 

Ages.  

Fannie wrote lyrics like, All the way my savior leads me; cheers each winding path 

I tread, gives me grace for every trial, feeds me with the living bread. Tho my 

weary steps may falter, and my soul a thirst may be, gushing from the rock before 

me, Lo! A spring of joy, I see.  

What Fannie teaches me in every hymn, in every lyric, is the power of our Lord to 

change our fears to faith. And what Fannie teaches me is the power of prayer to 

help us through the mist and fog of uncertainty. In every trial, Fannie turned to 

God to praise, to find meaning, to help her through. And out of those journeys, 

Fannie brought her faith to life with songs. Friends, we are living history in these 

extraordinary times and the question is will you be like Fannie, drawing on faith 

and living full out. Or will you let fear and doubt keep you from experiencing 

God’s goodness in your life? Fannie never let the hurdles placed in front of her to 

keep her from experiencing the presence of the Lord. We have so much to be 

thankful for because we have the Lord! We have so much to share with others to 

help them! All the Way, our Savior leads us!  

Thanks be to God.  

See you on the other side!  

Jodi 


